A

Association of VAWA
Administrators

Summary and Highlights from AVA Connect Call
June 18, 2025, 2:00pm (ET)

Number of Attendees: 25 (37 registered)

Facilitator: Mark Hertweck, Federal Program Specialist, Grants Management
Division, Team Kentucky Justice and Public Safety Cabinet, and AVA Board
Member (Immediate Past President)

CALL HIGHLIGHTS:

1. Opening Check-in Prompt
The call began with participants responding to the prompt, “How are you
arriving to this space today?”

Responses included: tired, overwhelmed, distracted, summer ready, tired
but happy, flustered, happy, tired and hungry.

2. General Updates (shared by Mark Hertweck)
e 2025 STOP and SASP allocations have been released.
e 2025 STOP Applications are due on June 26.
e Dates for the 2025 Regional STOP Administrators Meetings have been
released (see attached).

3. Federal Updates (shared by Mark Hertweck)
e NCIJA Justice Bulletin (June 6, 2025)
o President Trump released the FY26 Budget Request to Congress (see
attached)
o The proposalincludes funding reduction and
restructuring/consolidating several federal offices.
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e A nationwide group of 17 state domestic and sexual assault coalitions
filed a lawsuit against the Trump-Vance administration.

4. Discussion: New Out-of-Scope Activities
Question posed to by member:
“How are people handling new out-of-scope activities?”

Responses included:

e Developing language that refers to the statute.

e legalteam having discussions regarding “False Claims Act.”

e Employment attorney looking at language re: hiring practices as it
relates to grant.

Additional Notes:
e New out-of-scope activities does not apply to old awards.
e Many administrators reported still using 2024 funds, and won’t start
using 2025 funds until October 2025, January 1, 2026, or 2027.
e As always, contact your Project Officer with specific questions about
your award (including approved and out-of-scope activities).

5. 2025 STOP Application Concerns
e Question raised about the necessity of the demographic sheet.
o Itwas determined that the demographic sheet is not required at this
time, but if included it would not hurt.
e The 2023 application template was shared as reference.

6. Status of Stop Implementation Planning

Challenge shared:
e Struggles with meaningful participation with state planning meetings.
Solution:
e Assigned “homework” — asking participants to submit two goals that fit
into the allocation categories prior to the meeting.
o Culturally specific organization expressed appreciation for
sharing goals ahead of meeting.
o Another person expressed they preferred sharing in written
format over sharing openly during the meeting.

AVA Connect Call- June 18, 2025


https://democracyforward.org/updates/nationwide-coalition-files-lawsuit-to-challenge-administrations-attempt-to-withhold-violence-against-women-grants-that-support-survivors/
https://democracyforward.org/updates/nationwide-coalition-files-lawsuit-to-challenge-administrations-attempt-to-withhold-violence-against-women-grants-that-support-survivors/

The group expressed great support for this strategy.

Additional Notes:
e A memberreached outto ALSO STARR about updated templates for
amendments letter and certification requirements.

o No new templates are currently available.

o One member is currently working with upper management and
legal counsel to develop language for the certification
requirement and will share when the process has been
completed.

7. Question Raised for OVW:
e Can a state administrator attend a regional meeting outside of their
assigned region if they have a conflict and cannot to attend their
scheduled meeting?

8. Announcements/Upcoming Events
e 2025-2026 Membership Drive: Information will be sent out the Primary
and Secondary contacts via email the first week of July.
e Next AVA Connect Call- July 17 @ 2:00pm (ET)
e Upcoming Discussion: Working with Tribes and Tribal Coalitions
o AVAED continues to work with facilitators from Alaska Native

Women’s Resource Center and National Indigenous Women’s
Resource Center to confirm a date.
Additional details will follow.
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