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Association of VAWA
Administrators



           

               To encourage and facilitate mutual support, awareness and cooperation 


                  



   among states and territories administering Violence Against Women Act grants.
2022 Election Questionnaire
Name of Candidate: Gene Nelson
Title/Position of Candidate: Senior Grants Manager
State Total number of years as a VAWA Administrator/staff:  8 years + 9 months
Contact information:

State: Vermont

Agency: Vermont Center for Crime Victim Services
Phone Number: 802-241-1250 x 109

Email address: 

Please answer the questions below to provide information about your qualifications to other VAWA Administrators.
	1.  Briefly describe current VAWA responsibilities.  

	     Gene is the Senior Grants Manager at the Vermont Center for Crime Victim Services, where she’s worked since 2008. She is responsible for the administration of fifteen state and federal grant programs valued at approximately $12M annually from the U.S. Department of Justice’s (D.O.J.’s) Office on Victims of Crime, the Office on Violence Against Women (STOP, SASP and RURAL), the U.S. Agency of Health and Human Services and the State of Vermont. Of the four state grants, two support domestic and sexual violence programming, one supports Vermont’s Child Advocacy Centers and Special Investigative Units, and the fourth supports Supervised Visitation Programming. Sub-grantees include 70 state agencies and non- profit organizations, and funding is distributed via 225+ subgrants. Gene also serves on the Vermont Council on Domestic Violence, Vermont’s Special Investigative Units Policy Board, the Violence Against Women Act Administrators board, and of course convenes quarterly meetings of the State’s beloved STOP/SASP/FVPSA Planning Committee.     
     In her role as Senior Grants Manager, she is honored to work with incredible professionals who serve on the front lines providing invaluable services to crime victims. She prepares budgets and program performance reports for grants, writes, and obtains discretionary grants, provides technical support on all applicable federal and state laws and regulations, facilitates strategic planning, develops new programming, conducts site visits and desk reviews, convenes meetings to glean ideas, enhance services, improve outcomes, and serves as a mentor to other state administrators.

	


	2.  Briefly describe other relevant experience or qualifications.

	     In addition to her regular duties, Gene is also coordinating the launch of Vermont’s Virtual Victim Assistance Academy. Gene is working with Vermont’s grant team to build an electronic grants management system, “GEARS,” that is taking Vermont’s less than efficient “paper,” grants management processes to an online format from application to closeout.

     Prior to her work as Grants Manager, Gene assisted crime victims through the Vermont Victims’ Compensation Program.   Communicating directly with over one thousand crime victims and listening to the impact that crime had on their lives enabled her to see first-hand the value of our federal and state resources. Those impacted by crime and being entrusted with the resources to help them through OVW and other grant programs is a duty that comes with tremendous meaning and responsibility. Gene received her Bachelor of Science Degree from Cornell University.


	3.  Brief statement of why you wish to be on the AVA Board of Directors.

	     The Vermont Center for Crime Victim Services has a small staff that administers many grant programs. So, for Gene, the Association of VAWA Administrators (AVA) is an amazing source of information and sharing, where administrators can find a safe place to ask questions and find answers without ever feeling judged. AVA is a place to connect with wonderful colleagues from other states to share lessons learned, best practices and the challenges we all encounter. As a member of the Board of VAWA Administrators, it is Gene’s privilege to contribute to the collective knowledge of the amazing professionals in this field!




 FORMCHECKBOX 
  By checking this box, I declare my intention to be a candidate for the AVA Board of Directors and signify my agency is or will become an active member of AVA.  

