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               To encourage and facilitate mutual support, awareness and cooperation 


                  



   among states and territories administering Violence Against Women Act grants.
2022 Election Questionnaire
Name of Candidate: Amy Baynes
Title/Position of Candidate: Senior Program Manager/STOP Administrator
State Total number of years as a VAWA Administrator/staff:  4.5 years
Contact information:

State: Tennessee

Agency: Office of Criminal Justice Programs
Phone Number: 615-532-2988

Email address: amy.baynes@tn.gov
Please answer the questions below to provide information about your qualifications to other VAWA Administrators.
	1.  Briefly describe current VAWA responsibilities.  

	I am a Senior Program Manager with the Office of Criminal Justice Programs (OCJP) and I serve as the STOP Administrator for my office. The STOP Administrator responsibilities include providing STOP specific technical assistance to OCJP Program Managers and subgrantees. This includes answering questions and providing training on a variety of STOP related topics such as STOP reporting, STOP program areas and STOP allowable activities. I attend a variety of trainings and webinars to stay current on VAWA regulations and practices. I also work closely with our Quality Assurance on all VAWA federal reporting requirements. I oversee, coordinate and plan all activities associated with the STOP Implementation Plan.
In my role as a Senior Program Manager, I supervise 3 Program Managers and give them guidance and support in their role which includes working with subgrantees in contracting, monitoring, training, reporting and technical assistance. I also carry a small caseload as well.



	2.  Briefly describe other relevant experience or qualifications.

	I have over 20 years of experience in victim services and criminal justice. For the majority of my career, I served Program Director for a Child Advocacy Center (CAC) in Tennessee. I oversaw the daily direct service operations of the CAC and supervised direct service staff. I was responsible for ensuring that coordinated, joint investigations between the Child Advocacy Center, the Department of Children’s Services, the Office of the District Attorney General and local law enforcement occurred for all referrals of severe child abuse. I served as the coordinator for the multi-disciplinary team and facilitated the case review process. I also conducted Forensic Interviews with children where there were allegations of sexual and/or severe physical abuse. I conducted community education presentations focused on the prevention and early intervention of child sexual abuse. I oversaw local, state and federal grants for our agency and was responsible for proper implementation of grant activities, preparation for grant monitoring and grant reporting. 

Prior to my time at the Child Advocacy Center, I was a Child Protective Services Worker with the Tennessee Department of Children’s Services and I worked as a Victim/Witness Coordinator with the Office of the District Attorney General. During my time at the District Attorney’s Office, I served as the point person for the committee to start a Child Advocacy Center in our community. 




	3.  Brief statement of why you wish to be on the AVA Board of Directors.

	I have enjoyed my current term serving on the AVA Board of Directors and I feel that I could continue to be a tremendous asset to the board. I would love the opportunity to continue to serve on the board and support other VAWA Administrators. My goal is to help us all succeed in our roles as STOP Administrators. I also now have the experience of writing a STOP Implementation Plan so I can mentor other STOP Administrators in this task for future plans. My extensive experience with victim services and criminal justice will also be an asset as I work with the AVA Board of Directors and VAWA Administrators from across the country. I would love the opportunity to serve in this capacity. Thank you so much for your consideration.



 FORMCHECKBOX 
  By checking this box, I declare my intention to be a candidate for the AVA Board of Directors and signify my agency is or will become an active member of AVA.  



